
Attention & Listening Games: 

EYFS: 

- Listening Walk: Tell your child you are going on a listening walk. Explain that everyone must 
listen very carefully to the sounds they can hear around them. Let your child walk/sit still for 
a while and then listen. Get them to say what they can hear! 
 

- Drums: Play a pattern of beats on a drum (plastic bowl) and get your child to repeat the 
pattern on their own drum e.g. “dum dee dum dum dum”. To make this a little harder, use 
more than one instrument. For example, play a pattern on the saucepan lid and then a 
different pattern on the shaker. Ask the children to copy both the rhythms and the sounds.  

 

Key Stage 1: 

- ‘Going on Holiday’- Begin by describing something Mrs Brown did on holiday. “Mrs Brown 
went on holiday and ate some ice cream.” The next person should add a holiday activity and 
remember what went before e.g. “Mrs brown ate an ice cream and went swimming.” 
 

- ‘Shopping game with the same Sound’- Change the format a little by having your child 
choose something that begins with the same sound as their name e.g. “Jude went shopping 
and bought some juice.” Then the next person can think of another person and what they 
might have bought e.g. “Billy went shopping and bought some butter.” Etc.  

 

Speaking Games: 

 

EYFS: 

- ‘Word Magic’: This game is great for introducing new vocabulary. Gather some fruit and 
vegetables from around the house e.g. ‘apple’, ask your child to describe it. You might like to 
ask your child some questions as prompts e.g. “what colour is it?”, “how big is it?”, “what 
does it feel like?”. Ask some ‘what’ questions: “what do we do with it?”, “what kind of plants 
do they grow on?”. Ask some ‘where’ questions: “where do we keep pineapples in the 
house?”, Ask some ‘who’ questions: “who likes to eat one?” etc.  
 

- ‘Guess the object’: Gather some household items from around the house e.g. ‘sock, cheese, 
clock’ etc. Put the items out in front of you. Describe what the item looks like and see if your 
child can guess which one it is e.g. “It’s yellow and you find it in the fridge”, “it’s somethings 
you wear on your feet” etc. Swap roles with your child and see if they can describe some 
items for you to guess.  

 

Key Stage 1: 

- I Spy: You may like to play I spy using the first sound e.g. “I spy with my little eye something 
beginning with ‘s’ e.g. ‘sun’. A variation is to then take turns to describe something they can 



see e.g. “I spy with my little eye something that is big, made of glass and you look through 
it.”- (a mirror). 
 

- ‘Conversation games’: ‘True or False’: Take turns giving a fact about yourself which can 
either be true or false. Then swap roles. ‘Presents for all’- children take turns saying what 
they would buy each other for a birthday present and why e.g. “I’d buy Jane a Dr Who 
money box because Dr Who is her favourite show.”  

 

Useful websites: 

 

Youtube- a range of nursery rhymes and songs which you can sing with your child.  

 

Communication games on Cbeebies website:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/learning-area/communicating#filter 

 

Speaking and listening games on Topmarks website: 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=speaking%20and%20listening 

  

 

 

 

 


