
 
 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and members of the local community 
 
PROPOSAL TO CONVERT TO ACADEMY STATUS AND TO JOIN HAMPTON 
ACADEMIES TRUST 
 
As many of you will know, in line with the Government’s education reforms, many schools in 
Peterborough and across the country have been making the change to academy status.  
 
This letter seeks your views on a proposal that our school should convert to academy status 
and should join Hampton Academies Trust. 
 
Schools locally have a strong track record of working together, building on collective strengths 
to ensure that all children have access to the very best possible education. Our Governors 
believe that conversion to academy status as part of this multi-academy trust will strengthen 
existing partnerships. Membership will provide enhanced opportunities for schools to 
collaborate to develop truly great teaching and learning and to ensure best value for tax-
payers’ money.  
 
Parents and children are unlikely to notice any difference to their day to day experience of 
school life. We will still be called Dogsthorpe Infant School. The school uniform will not change, 
nor the school’s admissions policies.  All children and members of staff will continue to be part 
of the school as they are now.  We hope that you will continue to give the Governors and the 
staff your support.   
 
We are all very excited about the prospect of joining a trust that is well-established, firmly 
locally-based and run by leaders who have the best interests of local children and their families 
in mind. Within HAT each school keeps its own individual identity and ethos, deciding its own 
priorities for the children and families it serves. Each school has its own local governing body 
focused on the needs of that school. The Trust itself has a board of skilled Trustees, and a 
board of experienced Members who oversee and support the activities of all schools in the 
Trust. The thread that links academies within HAT is a shared commitment to provide a truly 
excellent education for all of its children.  
 
Our vision at Dogsthorpe Infant School is to be part of a Trust which works 
collaboratively on behalf of all of its pupils, in all of its schools, united in a strong 
sense of moral purpose, shared values and a passionate commitment to the 
development of inspirational, excellent learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
We would be grateful for your views, and will be pleased to answer any questions you may 
have.  You can contact us by: 
 

• emailing me at shartropp@dogsthorpe-inf.peterborough.sch.uk;  
• talking to Mrs Waters, to me or to any of the governors when we are in school;   
• attending our drop-in sessions on Wednesday 29th January (9 - 9.30am, 5-6 pm)                           

when you will be able to meet and talk to us and Helen Price, Executive Headteacher  
and Caroline Behan, Director of Finance and Resources, from Hampton Academies 
Trust.  
 

Some more information about what this means for our school and for your children is 
attached to this letter.  
 
Please do let us know what you think about whether our school should become an academy 
and join Hampton Academies Trust.  
 
Please respond by the 7th February 2020 when the consultation period will close.   We will 
inform parents of the outcome after that date.    
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Sue Hartropp      Rebecca Waters 
 
Chair of Governors     Headteacher 
Dogsthorpe Infant School    Dogsthorpe Infant School 
 

  


