
Dogsthorpe Infant School.  
KS1 Assessment Information for Parents 

 

Overview 

 All Year 2 children take the end of Key Stage National Tests (often called ‘SATs’). 
These tests are designed to check that children in all schools are making progress.  

 The children are tested in Reading and Maths. 

 Writing (including Spelling and Punctuation) and Science is assessed through the 
children’s independent work in class. 

 The Year 2 teachers mark the tests and use the levels to inform their TEACHER 

ASSESSMENT. Work completed in each area throughout the year is used as evidence 
to support the final judgement. 

 The tests are carried out in MAY and we are required to send the data to the Local 

Authority by end of June. 
 
Reading 

 There are TWO reading tests and all children sit both tests.  
 The papers are designed to test the children’s ability to read a piece 

of unseen text and answer questions using their comprehension 

skills. 
 
Maths 

 There are TWO maths test and all children sit both tests. 
 The first paper assesses the children’s ARITHMETIC and the second 

paper assesses the children’s ability to REASON (e.g. problem solving). 

 
What happens if my child misses a test? 
If your child is unwell and absent from school we will arrange for them to take it at 

another time. However, please assist us by not booking medical appointments during the 
school day.  
 

How you can help? 
 Continue to read with your child, focus on discussing the text so you know it has been 

understood.  
 Play a variety of number and word games with your child. There are some super 

websites on the handout we gave you at Parents Evening that will support learning. 

 TELL stories to each other to develop imagination. 
 Use everyday events such as shopping and walking to school to reinforce learning 

(calculating cost, spelling keywords, reading shop labels etc). 

 Encourage your child to write – stories, poems, instructions, lists...anything and 
everything! Ensure they are presenting their writing clearly, using punctuation (capital 
letters and full stops) and writing in full sentences. 

 Try not to make a big issue of this assessment process with your child. We prefer to 
use the phrase SPECIAL WORK rather than SATs and ask that you support us in this.  

 Due to the revised timetable, staff may not follow the same routines in regards to 

reading. Please be patient with us if your child is not heard read as much as usual. 
 
In summary... 

National tests are an important milestone in your child’s life. They give us and you useful 
information BUT they are just one of the ways the school works out how well your child is 
doing. They shouldn’t be stressful, and in fact many children enjoy the change in routine 

and they certainly enjoy the juice and biscuits they have as a treat after each test! 
 

Thank you for your continued support.  

The Year Two Team. 


